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Dr.   Patricia   Grey   is   displayed   at   the   first   National   Black   Sisters’   Conference---a   meeting   she   
organized   and   led   specifically   for   Black   women   religious   after   being   the   only   woman   in   
attendance   at   the   National   Black   Catholic   Clergy   Caucus   in   1968. 17    The   piece   examines   the   free   
and   bountiful   space   she   and   the   Black   sisters   created   by   celebrating   their   Black,   female,   and   
Catholic   identities,   without   the   suffocation   of   racism   or   patriarchy. 18    The   women   are   surrounded   
by   the   transcendent,   fruitful   landscape   of   the   Sahel   in   its   rain   season. 19    The   Sahel   (primarily   in   
the   region   of   West   Africa)   is   used   to   symbolically   and   emotionally   represent   the   sanctuary   that   
the   National   Black   Sisters’   Conference   was   from   racism   and   sexism   that   were   forced   upon   
Black   people   through   colonialism   and   slave   trade.   Black   women   in   the   U.S.   have   yet   to   
experience   the   same   freedom   that   women   in   Africa   had   before   white   people---specifically   white   
men---colonized,   kidnapped,   sold,   and   enslaved   Africans. 20    The   life-filled   landscape   is   meant   to   
call   to   an   almost-utopia   where   Black   women   are   valued,   centered,   and   free   as   history   indicates   
was   the   reality   of   most   communities   in   pre-colonial   Africa. 21    The   young   girl   looking   up   at   her   is   
symbolic   of   Black   children,   at   the   time   and   for   generations   to   come,   who   likely   were   and   are   
able   to   be   invigorated   by   seeing   a   Black   woman   in   an   important,   public   position   of   leadership.   
  

The   FutureChurch   resource   packet   for   Dr.   Patricia   Grey   can   be   found   here:   
https://www.futurechurch.org/women-witnesses-for-racial-justice-downloads   
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