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Mother   Lewis   has   her   arms   outstretched   toward   the   church   that   she   founded   in   Atlantic   City,   
New   Jersey,   named   St.   Monica   Church.   Their   Diocese   closed   the   parish   in   2015,   merging   
multiple   parishes   in   the   area. 46    The   painting   centers   on   this   closing   of   the   parish,   with   
parishioners   and   community   members   processing---almost   like   a   funeral   procession----toward   
the   church   in   mourning;   this   imagery   metaphorically   displays   the   depth   of   loss   this   parish   
community   experienced.   Above   the   church,   the   sky   has   a   faint   outline   of   St.   Peter’s   Basilica   
from   the   Vatican.   This   imagery   is   used   for   outsiders   to   understand   that   St.   Monica   Church   is   
deeply   historical   and   important   to   their   church   community,   as   St.   Peter’s   Basilica   is   to   Catholics   
worldwide. 47    The   painting   is   ultimately   reflective   of   the   pattern   of   historical   Black   Catholic   
churches   being   closed   by   dioceses   across   the   country---an   observation   that   needs   to   be   taken   
seriously   and   studied   more   to   truly   understand   it’s   causes   in   order   to   prevent   it   from   continuing   
and   repair   the   damage   that   has   already   been   done. 48  
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