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Mother   Mathilda   is   standing   in   front   of   her   home   in   Georgia   where   she   educated   free   and   
enslaved   Black   children,   which   was   markedly   illegal   to   do   at   the   time. 22    She   is   holding   a   child’s   
hand   to   represent   her   commitment   to   those   children   in   Georgia,   and   further,   to   all   of   the   children   
in   which   she   later   devoted   her   life’s   work. 23    The   sky   within   the   home’s   door   and   windows   
symbolizes   the   hope   she   forged   for   her   students   as   they   lived   under   the   suffocating   storm   of   
slavery   and   a   deeply   racist   society  represented   by   the   contrasting   threatening   sky   above   the   
house.   Finally,   the   phrase,   “Not   yours   to   own,”   has   a   dual   meaning:   that   Black   people   are   not   
anyone’s   to   own  through   enslavement   nor   the   less   literal   “owning”   of   Black   people   through   
racism’s   dehumanization   throughout   history   and   in   the   present   day; 24    that   Indigenous   land  as   
Mathilda   Beasely’s   father   is   believed   to   have   been   Indigenous   (his   Tribe   is   unknown)  is   not   to   
be   owned,   especially   not   by   the   white   colonizers   who   stole   the   land   to   be   “their   America''   
through   forced   removal   and   the   genocide   of   what   is   estimated   to   have   been   about   13   million   
Indigenous   lives   across   the   United   States   (although   estimations   can   vary,   it   is   widely   understood   
that   millions   of   lives   were   lost). 25    The   phrase   applies   then   as   it   does   today,   as   Black   and   
Indigenous   communities   in   the   U.S.   continue   to   resist   white   supremacy’s   inherent   “owning”   of   
their   identity,   power,   and   land. 26     
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https://www.futurechurch.org/women-witnesses-for-racial-justice-downloads   
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